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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 

DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 23, 2014 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $17,602,846,009,056.50. We’ve 
added $6,975,968,960,143.42 to our debt in 5 
years. This is over $6.9 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 40TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE LEGAL SERV-
ICES CORPORATION 

HON. ROBERT C. ‘‘BOBBY’’ SCOTT 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 23, 2014 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, Friday, 
July 25th, marks the 40th anniversary of the 
Legal Services Corporation, which was estab-
lished by Congress in 1974, with bipartisan 
support, including that of President Richard 
Nixon. LSC is a private, nonprofit corporation, 
funded by Congress. Its mission is to ensure 
equal access to justice under the law for all 
Americans by providing civil legal assistance 
to those who otherwise would be unable to af-
ford it. LSC funds 134 local legal aid pro-
grams, with nearly 800 offices serving every 
state and U.S. territory. 

I have long been a supporter of legal assist-
ance for low income Americans and of the 
LSC dating back to the 1970s, when I led the 
effort to establish the LSC funded Virginia Pe-
ninsula Legal Aid Center, Inc. So I know from 
first-hand experience that LSC-funded legal 
aid programs make a critical difference to low 
income Americans by assisting with their most 
basic civil legal needs. 

Many Americans are helped by this organi-
zation. Three out of four legal aid clients are 
women, and legal aid programs often identify 
domestic violence as one of their top priorities. 
LSC funded attorneys help women seeking 
protection from abuse, mothers trying to obtain 
child support, families facing unlawful evictions 
or foreclosures that could leave them home-
less, veterans seeking duly earned benefits, 
seniors impacted by consumer scams, individ-
uals who have lost their jobs and need help in 
applying for unemployment compensation and 
other benefits, and parents seeking to obtain 
and keep custody of their children. 

Today, 63.5 million Americans are eligible 
for LSC services, which is the highest number 
in LSC history. Unfortunately, LSC grantees 
are forced to turn away more than 50 percent 
of eligible clients who seek their assistance 
because of lack of adequate funding. With the 
growing number of Americans eligible for serv-
ices and increased demand for legal services, 
the need for legal aid attorneys has never 
been greater. 

Mr. Speaker, on this 40th anniversary, I sa-
lute the Legal Services Corporation and LSC- 
funded attorneys for the vital work they do 

every day on behalf of millions of Americans 
who need qualified, competent legal counsel. 
Every day that a legal aid attorney protects 
the safety, security, health, and economic well 
being of our most vulnerable citizens, they 
bring this nation closer to living up to its com-
mitment to equal justice for all. 

f 

STELA REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 
2014 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ADRIAN SMITH 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 22, 2014 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to oppose suspending the rules to pass 
H.R. 4572, the STELA Reauthorization Act. 

In many rural areas—including large por-
tions of my district—satellite television carriage 
of local stations is one of the only sources for 
up-to-the-minute news and weather. It is vital 
we maintain this link. 

Currently, a number of counties in Nebraska 
are assigned to designated market areas 
based in another state. Consumers within 
these ‘‘orphan’’ counties, such as Cherry 
County, are unable to receive local broadcast 
programming from within the State of Ne-
braska. 

While H.R. 4572 makes improvements to 
existing law, this satellite reauthorization is an-
other missed opportunity to address the needs 
of orphan county consumers who wish to re-
ceive in-state broadcast programming over 
satellite. I am disappointed the STELA Reau-
thorization Act was again considered under 
suspension of the rules, whereby no member 
was able to address this issue on the floor 
through the amendment process. 

It was my hope the House would consider 
satellite reauthorization under a rule which al-
lowed us to consider proposals like H.R. 4635, 
the Orphan County Telecommunications 
Rights Act, of which I am a cosponsor. Under 
this legislation, orphan counties could petition 
the FCC to modify which channels are consid-
ered to be part of their local DMA. 

Unfortunately, the current system for deter-
mining DMAs forces some of my constituents 
in Nebraska to watch local broadcast program-
ming from cities in Colorado or South Dakota 
which are often hundreds of miles away. 

I understand STELA must be reauthorized 
by the end of this year to ensure satellite tele-
vision viewers have continued access to local 
stations. However, because I believe the 
STELA Reauthorization Act should have been 
brought up under a rule to enable us the op-
portunity to consider needed changes to the 
bill for my constituents, I would have opposed 
the motion to suspend the rules had a re-
corded vote been called. 

f 

FIGHTING HUNGER INCENTIVE 
ACT OF 2014 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SUZANNE BONAMICI 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 17, 2014 

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I rise in oppo-
sition to H.R. 4719. 

The bill before us today includes policies 
that enjoy broad bipartisan support, and have 
been passed by this body before with Mem-
bers from both sides speaking out in favor. 
Unfortunately, the manner in which they are 
being presented to us today leads me to op-
pose this bill. 

As we debate this legislation, many of our 
constituents cannot climb out of long-term un-
employment. Our inaction on extending the 
Emergency Unemployment Compensation 
(EUC) program means they will not have ac-
cess to benefits that support their efforts to 
search for a new job. The Senate has passed 
legislation to extend the EUC program, but in 
the House we have been told that the cost of 
the legislation must be offset. Today, however, 
we are being asked to support a bill that will 
add $16.2 billion to the federal deficit over the 
next ten years that is not offset. This is a dou-
ble standard that is unfair to our constituents 
and does a disservice to the policies we are 
considering extending here today. 

In January 2013, I voted to support a legis-
lative package that extended these three ex-
pired provisions: the conservation tax incen-
tive, the IRA contribution provision, and the 
food inventory donation incentive. The Amer-
ican Taxpayer Relief Act extended these pro-
visions for two years, as did the motion to re-
commit this bill, which was offered by our col-
league from Maryland, Mr. VAN HOLLEN. I was 
glad to support these provisions in 2013, and 
in the motion to recommit this bill, because 
policies to promote charitable giving can help 
bolster the social safety net that has remained 
stretched by the lingering effects of the reces-
sion. But to attempt to reinforce the safety net 
in this one area by undermining it in another 
and refusing to extend EUC is a choice that I 
am not willing to make. 

I look forward to considering these provi-
sions under different circumstances, and for 
standing up for the importance of charitable 
giving. This is, unfortunately, not a bill that I 
can support, and I urge my colleagues to op-
pose. 

f 

HINCHLIFFE STADIUM HERITAGE 
ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 22, 2014 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of H.R. 2430, the ‘‘Hinchliffe 
Stadium Heritage Act of 2013.’’ 

I am proud to be a co-sponsor of this legis-
lation, which makes a long overdue adjust-
ment of the boundaries of Paterson Great 
Falls National Historic Park to include the his-
toric Hinchliffe Stadium. 

Hinchliffe Stadium, located in Paterson, New 
Jersey, was the home stadium of the ‘‘New 
York Black Yankees’’ and the ‘‘New York Cu-
bans’’ of the old Negro Baseball League. 

In the 1930s and 1940s, baseball, like most 
American institutions, was segregated by race 
prohibiting great players like Josh Gibson, 
Oscar Charleston and Judy Johnson from dis-
playing their extraordinary talents in the major 
leagues. 

These games featured future Baseball Hall 
of Famers such as Larry Doby—the first play-
er to break the color barrier in the American 
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